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Welcome to The Link School. We are an alternative 
provision school working with young learners and 
their families, who are finding it difficult to achieve 
their potential in a mainstream school place.

There are two schools; The Link School, Tudor 
Grove, working with learners across Key Stage 
2 and 3 and the The Link School, Pallion, which 
provides education for learners at Key Stage 4.

We also offer additional services and training to 
schools and academies to support learners with 
additional educational needs. I am immensely 
proud to be the Headteacher of the Link School. 
I lead a team of passionate, committed individual 
professionals, who work hard to ensure the success 
of every child who learns with us. I hope you enjoy 
reading our prospectus which will give you more 
information about our excellent schools and teams.

Further information can be found on our website 
www.linkschool.org.uk and please do not hesitate 
to get in touch if you have any queries.
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Respect
Respect is the foundation on which our 
schools values are based. We promote care, 
trust and honesty with our learners, their 
families/carers, schools, academies and all 

other partners and stakeholders.

Effort
We recognise that our work has a positive 
impact on our learners and their families/
carers, improving outcomes for all. We work 

tirelessly to improve the lives of our learners.

Achieve
We have the highest of expectations of both 
ourselves and our learners. We believe that all 
of our learners can make progress and achieve 

academically, socially and emotionally. 

Communication
In order to realise shared goals and 
achieve the very best for learners we work 
collaboratively with parents/carers, schools, 
academies and other stakeholders. We will 
communicate the highest standards and 

expectations at all times. 

Happy and Healthy
We have created a safe, secure and happy 
learning environment in which all learners 
can thrive. We equip learners with the 
knowledge and skills they need to achieve 
well in life. We acknowledge and celebrate 
their success widely. 

valuesour
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The Link School, Tudor Grove is where our Key Stage 2 and 3 
children learn. 

The curriculum is carefully designed to meet the needs of the 
whole child. The school’s main aim is to re-engage learners 
and help them rediscover their own passion for learning, 
as well as helping them to shape and develop the skills they 
need in their future lives. Our goal is to empower individuals 
to become happy, confident learners who take pride in their 
own learning journey. 

Our curriculum is based on sound principles of educational 
research, as well as our own experience, informing us what 
works best for our learners. Therefore, the curriculum is 
creative, engaging and designed to be easily adaptable 
to support groups of learners as well as individual learners. 

It is divided into three distinct areas that re-engages, motivates 
and supports young people towards their learning and 
employment goals. These are:

Developing skilled, reflective learners:

Learners follow much of the National Curriculum and there 
is a strong emphasis on the development of English and maths, 
as well as cross-curricular themed topics which help them gain 
skills, knowledge and understanding about the world around 
them. Learners are encouraged to be active, self-reflective 
and to develop their thoughts and opinions on a range of topics 
which are relevant to them. The practice and ethos within the 
classrooms encourages independence, questioning and a sound 
understanding of the curriculum. 

Developing confident, resilient young people:

Learners can take full advantage of our exciting and varied 
activity and residential programme. Everyone has the 
opportunity to take part in activities that encourages the 
development of physically active, curious, confident learners, 
who take pride in their achievements. These include outdoor 
education, football, music, art, food technology, water sports, 
swimming and many more. We also have an established 
residential programme of national and international visits to 
places such as Derwent Hill in the Lake District, an annual Coast 
to Coast bike ride and visits to the First World War Battlefields. 

Developing active, responsible young people:

Learners are given lots of opportunities to develop their 
personal and social knowledge, skills and understanding. 
These include lessons in citizenship and personal, social 
and health education. The school is enriched through the work 
it does, developing the spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development of all. Learners take part in various projects 
and activities, for example, gaining Eco Schools Silver status, 
charity events such as Macmillan Coffee Morning and taking 
part in Remembrance Commemorations. The promotion of 
British Values is at the heart of the schools’ work. 

The school caters for up to 45 learners. Tudor Grove is a 
well-established school and has its own Head of School. 
Classes are small which gives our learners a sense of identity 
and belonging. The staff are all qualified specialists and provide 
a friendly, caring and nurturing environment for our pupils to 
learn. All staff at Tudor Grove will promote the re-engagement 
of learners and help them to achieve their learning potential. 
This is underpinned by staff working in partnership with 
parents/carers and other stakeholders to achieve the very best 
for our young people.

The Link School, Tudor Grove



“Safeguarding is rigorous, 
tenacious, and has a high profile 
in school.”

Gateshead School Improvement Partner 
Report October 2015

“Leaders are visionary and are compelling 
in communicating their expectations for 
pupils to achieve their best.”

Gateshead School Improvement Partner Report 
October 2015
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The Link School, Pallion is a well-established Alternative 
Provision School for learners aged 14-16.

We provide an exciting and relevant individualised curriculum 
with a strong emphasis on important academic qualifications, 
functional skills, life skills, vocational skills and employability. 
The curriculum is designed to ensure that learners are equipped 
for the next stage in their lives. Staff at the Link School are 
highly dedicated, professional and determined to help the 
young people who attend the school.

Our curriculum motivates and supports young people towards 
their learning and employment goals. These are:

Developing skilled, reflective learners:

Learners are taught in small, well supported groups and highly 
trained and experienced staff plan and prepare individual 
learning programmes for learners so that they can achieve 
well. The school is one of the highest achieving alternative 
providers in the country, and offers a broad range of GCSEs 
and other valuable qualifications, that give each learner the 
best possible opportunity for a successful transition to post-
16 education, training or employment. GCSEs include English, 
maths, literature, statistics, science and humanities as well as 
Functional Skills qualifications in literacy, numeracy and ICT. 
Alternative and vocational qualifications are offered in Hair and 
Beauty, construction, art and food technology, as well as many 
others such as Health and Safety at Work and First Aid at Work. 

Developing active, responsible young adults:

The Link School is an exciting place to study and there is 
always something fun and interesting going on. Learners are 
encouraged to take part in our vibrant activities programme, 
that helps to develop engaged and active citizens. They widen 
their experiences by taking part in activities such as mountain 
biking, horse riding, water sports, ski-ing and climbing as well 
as visiting local, national and international areas of interest. 
Trips and residentials include Derwent Hill, ski-ing in France 
and the Birmingham Clothes Show. The school is also a very 
active participant in the Sunderland Work Discovery Week 
as well as having close links to further education, training, 
apprenticeship and employment providers. 

Like our sister school, Tudor Grove, we work closely with parents 
and carers and other agencies to make the Link School a safe, 
successful and enjoyable place where learners can achieve. 

The Link School, Pallion



“Pupils want success not only 
for themselves but for each 
other and for their school.”

Gateshead School Improvement Partner 
Report October 2015

“The curriculum is designed to 
meet the diverse needs of the 
school’s pupils and successfully 
engages them in their learning.”

Gateshead School Improvement Partner 
Report October 2015

www.linkschool.org.uk



Services to Schools and Training Offer

The Link Behaviour Support Service

The Behaviour Support Service works with schools and 
academies to improve behaviour and to secure the engagement 
of children and young people. We strive to achieve positive 
outcomes for all learners and their families and will support the 
schools and academies to further develop a culture of effective 
behaviour management, and work with learners from Key Stage 
2 through to Key Stage 4. 

Our established model of multi-agency working allows us to 
work in partnership and support referrals to a wide range of 
external agencies within the Strengthening Families process. 
We work with learners and their support network to achieve 
real change in young people’s lives.

The Behaviour Support Service provides support, advice, 
outreach, and specialist training within schools to support 
effective behaviour management and reflective practice, 
with the overall aim of reducing levels of disruptive behaviour, 
improving learning and enhancing progress.

The Behaviour Support Service operates a service level 
agreement with a range of mainstream partners. The service 
provided is generally broken down into two areas; consultancy 
or direct work. 

Please contact Glenn Robson for further information.

The Link Educational Psychology

The Link School offers an Educational Psychology Service 
to all schools and academies in Sunderland. The service can 
be purchased in two ways, either via a formal service level 
agreement or on a case by case or day by day basis. The usual 
range of services including INSET, assessment, consultation, 
and reports for Education Health Care Plans (EHCP), and 
Annual Reviews are available.

Please contact Caroline Granton for further information.

The Link Behaviour Support Training 
Behaviour Management Training (including Team Teach)

The Link School has worked with hundreds of teachers and 
other professionals across the City of Sunderland to empower 
them with the skills, knowledge and confidence to support 
and manage young people’s challenging behaviour. A bespoke 
package, delivered by highly trained and knowledgeable 
practitioners, is available for schools and academies as 
required including training for Senior Leaders, NQTs and 
Lunchtime Supervisors. 

Please get in touch to discuss your organisations 
individual needs.

Higher Level Teaching Assistant Qualification

We are an established provider of this course working with 
the University of Northumbria and Carnegie Leaders in 
Learning to offer this professional qualification. Courses usually 
run once per term depending on demand and typically last 3 
full days plus a twilight session. The days are approximately 
one month apart to allow the participant time to prepare their 
file of evidence.

First Aid at Work Qualification

We can deliver this course to groups of staff at a time that suits 
an individual school e.g. a CPD day or over a number of twilight 
sessions. This course gives staff the knowledge and skills to 
deal with a range of first aid routine situations. Candidates will 
participate in theory lessons, practical demonstrations and 
exercises, all of which are supported and illustrated by the use 
of power point presentations and safety DVDs. 



“The school environment reflects 
a special bond created between 
caring and experienced staff 
members and students who feel 
safe, supported and motivated 
to succeed.”

Inclusion Quality Mark Report July 2015

“There is a shared vision and 
determination to drive forward 
the improvements that are 
delivering better outcomes 
for pupils.”

Gateshead School Improvement Partner 
Report October 2015
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“I would like to say a great big thank you 
to you and the school for simply allowing 
me to receive such opportunities. I know I’ve 
been hard work but you never gave up on 
me and I feel I’ve definitely matured. 
A really big thank you.”

Key Stage 4 learner

“Thank you for all of your support and help. 
It means a lot to me what you have done.”

Key Stage 4 learner

“Sophie* has made enormous progress over 
the last few weeks and the support she has 
been given has really helped to improve her 
confidence.”

Key Stage 4 learner

“Staff at this school are fantastic and have 
helped my child develop his social skills.”

Key Stage 2/3 parent/carer

“My child’s behaviour is much better and 
staff deal with unacceptable behaviour very 
efficiently and effectively.”

Key Stage 3 parent

“I would like to compliment the school in 
achieving an outstanding relationship with 
Dan* in giving him the support he needs 
and deserves… he is turning around to be a 
confident young man who now realises his 
worth and ambitions for the future.”

Key Stage 4 parent/carer

“The staff would not let anyone bully anyone.”

Key Stage 2 learner

“If you ever have a problem the teachers are 
there to help you. They make time for you. 
They do their best to get your grades up high.”

Key Stage 3 learner

“My son is actually going to school and he 
is enjoying it.”

Key Stage 3 Parent

QuotesParent and Learner



“The school is highly regarded 
by parents and carers, who 
speak warmly of how the 
school has developed their 
children.”

Inclusion Quality Mark Report July 2015

“Highly positive and supportive relationships 
can be observed in all aspects of the school’s 
life. The curriculum, positive relationships, and 
effective support arrangements contribute to a 
whole school philosophy.”
Gateshead School Improvement Partner Report October 2015

www.linkschool.org.uk



KS2 KS3

Michael’s Story

At just 9 years old Michael had already been excluded several 
times from his previous school for his behaviour. “I didn’t 
like school, I found it boring and I didn’t get on with the 
Headteacher.” The situation left Michael feeling unhappy in 
education, and the stress was taking its toll on his home life as 
well. Things finally started to change for Michael when he gained 
a place at The Link School and thanks to the hard work and 
attitude of Michael and The Link School staff, Michael now feels 
happier and more engaged in education than ever before. 
“It’s more fun here, I like maths, PE, cookery and art.”

When asked what he thought was the key to his success at the 
Link School, he has this to say. “There is less people so there 
is less noise and you get help when you need it.” Michael now 
feels ready to return to mainstream education with a place at a 
nearby secondary school already secured for September where 
he is looking forward to studying maths and science and hopes 
to join the Army when he leaves school. His advice for any new 
pupils to The Link School “Have a good attitude because it’s 
boring if you cause problems.”

Jason’s story

Jason is just like any typical year 10 pupil, happy, working hard 
towards his GCSE year and preparing himself for a life after 
secondary school. It’s hard to believe that just a few months 
ago Jason was being excluded from school due to his disruptive 
and challenging behaviour. Jason was the first to admit his 
experiences in school had not been great, “I never liked school, 
I didn’t even like it at primary. It seemed like I just clashed with 
any teacher. The only part of school that I enjoyed was seeing 
my mates but I hated going every single day.” The fresh start 
and additional support proved to be just the experience Jason 
needed “I went to there, knowing that it was my last chance. 
I think I grew up a lot there and became more independent, 
the staff helped me even when I didn’t help myself. They helped 
me to understand my frustrations and they were far more 
patient than teachers I had met before. If I didn’t understand 
something then they didn’t get annoyed and I liked that they 
didn’t shout at me even when I pushed their buttons.” Jason 
also said “I liked the fact that the activities were varied and 
that they broke up the studying. Football on a Friday was mint 
and it meant that I could burn off energy and I had something 
to look forward to.”

The Link School helped secure Jason a place in an alternative 
mainstream secondary school and he has gone from strength 
to strength, “Right now I just want to do well in my last two 
years at Oxclose. I have done ok so far and just need to 
make sure that I leave with some good GCSE’s. I’d like to do 
something with Sport but I know that I’ve got loads of work 
to do before then.”

Jason is a world away from the situation he was in not so long 
ago, with a bright future ahead of him, and his words of wisdom 
for any learners joining The Link School “You need to realise 
that the staff know better. Arguing is pointless because you 
never win and it just causes more stress. You need to accept 
that this is your last chance to put things right so don’t waste 
the opportunity.” 

Case Studies 
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KS4

Charlotte’s Story

Having being part of the school since 2014 I have been on a 
journey nobody had ever expected. Back to when I first started 
the Link School, as a year 10 pupil, things were hard. Life wasn’t 
great, I wasn’t great. I had overcome many things in my life 
but aged only 15 things really took a turn for the worse. Times 
were really difficult and, through no fault of my own, I had been 
removed from my home, and I lost my family. Throughout these 
events my school provided me stability, one of the key things I 
needed! At that time everything went downhill including myself. 

My body, my brain, and my personality everything had 
deteriorated, I no longer felt like myself and I still didn’t have a 
care in the world. The school always showed faith in me, always 
egged me to reach my full potential because I haven’t always 
been a bad kid and I’ve got a good head on my shoulders. Back 
then I never had any aspiration, ambition or goals I just had my 
depression and felt I was all alone. The Link School would break 
that up for me from time to time. Being at school was the only 
thing that remotely distracted my mind, I also knew I could turn 
to staff if needed however, I’d never confide in everyone. 

At this point I’d lost everything and most importantly myself. 
It wasn’t till the back end of my last year at school when things 
finally started to look up. The November before I left school I 
finally got to live with an alternative family member. I then, after 
some time, realised I was on my own. I had to fend for myself, 
I was on my own two feet, if I wanted to get out the deep hole 
I was in, I had to do it of my own accord. I had to overcome 
everything that had happened. 

I had to turn a whole new leaf so that’s exactly what I did! 
Something just clicked one day and that was it. I got my head 
in the game thanks to the Link School. They provided me with 
all the support I needed and they literally became my second 
family. For the first time in forever I actually cared about my 

education and, I really, really tried. Months of dedication was 
made preparing for my exams I really pulled my finger out and 
gave my head a wobble. I slowly distanced myself from certain 
social groups I was involved with. Bit by bit I was growing up.

In the end the Link School saw me through my very worst 
and best times. I walked away with a good 8+ GCSE’s with my 
maths, English and media all at C’s. Also I walked away with 
an additional 6 qualifications! I did remarkably well considering 
the circumstances - being out of school for around 3 years 
and all that education missed. But, somehow thanks to my 
phenomenal school we had pulled it off! I got my grades I 
needed and more! 

Now, I am currently again a proud member of the school. 
However this time I am a member of staff. I have an 
apprenticeship at the KS2 department of the school. I am 
already a valued member of staff and I’ve already gained more 
additional qualifications to go towards my career. At only 17 
the world is my oyster. Having the school as my family made 
me realise that life does throw you in the darkest directions 
but it is how you come back from that that defines who you 
are. If I can do it anyone can do it! 

I have a genuine passion for what I am doing at the moment, 
not only am I gaining remarkable experience but I have actually 
found something I really enjoy, something I am good at and 
something I find extremely rewarding. Thankfully I have so 
many opportunities ahead of me, I will work my socks off to get 
to where I want to be. I want to be the very best I can be. For 
that, so much appreciation from me goes to the Link School, 
they have honestly impacted my life so much, I can’t ever thank 
them enough. My advice for anyone starting the Link School? 
You may be in a dark place now but don’t ever forget that us 
stars can’t shine without the darkness. 

Case Studies 



visionour

Pupil Premium Awards 2016, Anti-bullying Charter Mark (platinum), Inclusion Quality Mark – Centre of Excellence, 
Eco- School Award (bronze), Investors in People, (gold)

The Link School provides excellent education and support through alternative 
provision to ensure that every learner is able to achieve and succeed. 

The school provides a flexible and responsive service to help young learners overcome 
the challenges they face, and achieve their potential, by re-engaging them in learning 
and building their confidence and self-esteem. With a strong ethos of partnership working, 
we provide an exciting and personalised curriculum from ages 7 - 16 with a strong emphasis 
on great teaching and outstanding safeguarding and pastoral care.

We are a dynamic, forward thinking organisation and have achieved a number of awards. 
These include:

The school is member of a number of local and national groups including; PiXL, the TRiP 
partnership, Schools North East and Sunderland School Forum and the Sunderland 
Participation and Engagement Group. 

We have also been involved in delivering on a number of innovative projects and we are 
currently a pilot school for the new career benchmarks being led by the Gatsby Foundation 
on behalf of the Department of Education, the only Alternative Provision School in the pilot. 

www.linkschool.org.uk
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Head Teacher: Miss V Mawson NPQH BA (Hons)

Link School Pallion 
Waverley Terrace 
Sunderland 
Tyne & Wear 
SR4 6TA
T: 0191 562 3126
W: www.linkschool.org.uk

Link School Tudor Grove 
Portland Road 
Sunderland 
Tyne & Wear 
SR3 1SS
T: 0191 562 3200
F: 0191 562 3201
W: www.linkschool.org.uk
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