
1  

  

  

  
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
Information Report.   
2019- 2020 (Reviewed April 2020) 

  
  
Introduction   

As a Centre of Excellence for Inclusion, the Link School is committed to ensuring that the 
necessary provision is made for every learner in our school community. The Link School is 
passionate about inclusive education and, with a strong focus on partnership working, strives 
to meet the needs of learners who have a special educational need, disability, learning 
difficulty or are vulnerable and disadvantaged.   
 
A student is defined as having SEND if he or she has a learning difficulty, which calls for a 
special educational provision, namely provision different from or additional to that normally 
available to learners of the same age or, that the student has a disability, which hinders them 
from making use of educational facilities from those generally provided by schools for students 
of the same age, within the same area.  
 
The Code of Practice (2015) states that all students and young people are entitled to an 
education that enables them to make progress so that they: 
 

 Achieve their best 

 Become confident individuals, living fulfilling lives, and 

 Make a successful transition into adulthood whether into employment, further or higher 
education or training 

 
 
The Code of Practice also provides an overview of the range of needs which is divided into 4 
broad areas: 

 Communication and Interaction 

 Cognition and Learning 

 Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties 

 Sensory and, or Physical Needs  
 
 

As an alternative provision school, there are a higher number of learners with SEND and the 

school works in partnership with mainstream home schools/academies and other 

stakeholders to ensure that needs are met effectively and efficiently.   

  

What is the Local Offer?   

The Children and Families Bill was enacted in September 2014. From this date Local 

Authorities (LA) and schools are required to publish and keep under review information 

about services they expect to be available for children and young people with special 

educational needs and disabilities (SEND) aged 0-25. The LA refer to this as the 'Local 

Offer'. The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and transparency for families. It 

will also be an important resource for parents and carers in understanding the range of 

services and provision in the local area. More information on the local offer within 

Sunderland can be found here  

https://sunderland.fsd.org.uk/kb5/sunderland/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0  

  

https://sunderland.fsd.org.uk/kb5/sunderland/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0
https://sunderland.fsd.org.uk/kb5/sunderland/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0
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What is the Special Education Needs Information Report?   

The Special Education Needs Information Report sets out our school approach to meeting 

the needs of learners with SEND.  It provides valuable information to parents/carers and 

other stakeholders around policies, procedures and practices.   

1 Who are the best people in school to talk to about my child’s special educational 

needs, disability or difficulties with learning?  

• Talk to your child’s tutor about your concerns.  

• The tutor will then discuss your concerns with the SENDCo, e.g. Leanne Clark at Key 

Stage 1, Emma Robson at Key Stage 2 and Clare Curry at Key Stage 3 and 4.  

• If you continue to have concerns, you should arrange a meeting with the appropriate 

senior leader; Donna Walker -Headteacher, Dave Bromby- Head of School 

Springwell Dene or Rob Giles - Head of School Pallion.  

2. Who will help my child with their additional needs?  

• Everyone at the Link School receives appropriate training and professional 

development to meet the needs of learners with SEND.  We are particularly skilled at 

working with learners who have social, emotional and mental health difficulties.    

• The school employs three SENDCo teachers and has access to a range of other 

support and advice. 

• The school also employs an experienced Early Help Worker who is able to work with 

our families to provide a range of advice, guidance and family support. 

• Learners additional needs may be supported through work with our mindfulness 

expert and engaging with the school counsellor.  

• Learners with additional needs may need support from our Pupil Re-engagement 

Programme, whether that is 1:1; small group in class or other alternative provision.  

• The programme will identify the individual needs of the learner and will be designed 

to meet those needs effectively.   

3. How will the school let me know if they have any concerns about my child’s 

additional needs?   

• If a subject teacher is concerned about a learner’s progress, they may telephone you 

to discuss their concerns and suggest areas for improvement.  

• Regular review meetings are held with the home school or academy and this may 

result in contact with parents/carers to discuss any concerns.   

• The Link School holds termly report days when staff will arrange to visit you to 

discuss the progress of your child.  If your child is not making good progress, they will 

discuss interventions that may help.   

 

4 How will the school consult learners and parents/carers about additional needs?  

• We consult with learners when making any changes to their educational provision 

through phone calls, in school meetings and via text or email.  

• We inform parents/carers regularly about any additional intervention and provision 

that will be made.  Parents/carers are informed at induction on what these services 

may be offered, these can also be found in the parent/carer section of our website. 
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• If a learner requires additional support, we will contact parents/carers to let them 

know that a referral has been made.   

• The Link School regularly reviews individual learner support plans which are 

discussed termly with parents/carers in home visits on pupil performance days. 

 

  

5 How does the school ensure that teaching staff are appropriately trained to support 

my child’s additional needs?   

• The school has four qualified SENDCO’s who have all completed the National 

SENDCo award. The Head Teacher fulfils the role of Strategic Lead for Special 

needs across the school. 

• The school also employs a an experienced SEND Support Officer whose has the role 

of receiving and co – coordinating the  referrals, arranging action and reviewing 

SEND services for children and families. 

• All staff at The Link School take part in regular Continuing Professional Development  

(CPD), delivered In-House and by external providers.  This is linked to the  

Performance Management arrangements and driven by the needs of the School  

Development Plan.  Staff are highly experienced at working with learners with SEND.  

  

6 How will the Teaching and Learning be matched to my child’s needs?    

• At the Link School there is a robust and thorough induction process which allows us 

to identify the learning needs of each child.  Information that is gathered is 

disseminated to staff and used to create an individualised plan for each learner.    

• Our curriculum is planned carefully and specifically to match your child’s needs and 

any additional or special educational needs.  

• The quality of the teaching at the Link School is good.  We monitor and evaluate 

carefully to make sure that it is the best it can be to meet the needs of learners with 

additional or special educational needs.   

• SEND range descriptors are based on national best practice in determining the 

needs of pupils with SEND. They are based on the four areas of the SEND Code of 

Practice and on the ‘golden thread’ of the graduated approach – of assess, plan, do 

and review that pervades our best practice. 

• Utilise strategies highlighted in the SEND ranges documentation to support Quality 

First Teaching in the class room and through our SEND support plans. 

• At times it may also be appropriate to adopt a specialised approach to meet the 

learning needs of the individual learner.  We do this using our Pupil Reintegration 

Plan.   

• Additional specialist advice may be sought eg Education Psychology, CAHMS, 

Speech and Language Therapy, Autism Outreach Team etc, when appropriate and 
their advice will be followed.   

7. What types of support may be suitable and available for my child?   

Most learners thrive in the warm, caring and supportive ethos of the school which promotes 

the following:  

  

• High standards and expectations that build aspirations.  

• A culture, which regularly monitors and assesses pupil progress in a range of areas.  

• Teaching and learning in small class sizes with high staff/learner ratios.  
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• A challenging and flexible curriculum related to learners’ interests and capabilities, 

focusing on the basic skills of literacy, numeracy, communication, whilst offering a 

broad range of accreditation opportunities at key stage 4.  

• Learner-centred, needs-led programmes which are flexible and personalised to 

individual pupil requirements.  

• Caring and knowledgeable staff, supported with ongoing professional development.  

• Strong links to multiple agencies, partners and community organisations with strong 

pastoral support, which includes access to counselling.  

• A curriculum that fosters the development of interpersonal and social skills and 

enables learners to build self-confidence and esteem, as well as improving their 

social relationships with others.  

• A learning community that establishes relationships built upon mutual respect and 

understanding.  

• Physical environments that are safe, foster education, emotional wellbeing and 

develop a sense of pride.  

  

 

Where appropriate, the following Specialist Services may also be offered:  

• Educational Psychology  

• Therapeutic Services- such as Washington MIND, CAMHS, Creative Mindfulness 

and access to a school counsellor. 

• Children and Young People Services (CYPS) 

• Speech, language and Communication Needs (SLCN)  

• Occupational Therapy (OT) 

• Physiotherapy.  

8. How will you support my child to reach his/her learning goals?   

The Link School will:   

• On induction assess and identify the individual needs of the learner.   

• Use the Sunderland SEND ranges to assess the individual needs of the learner in 

each of the four SEND areas. 

• Plan the most effective and appropriate actions needed to ensure success.  

• Provide high quality educational experiences on a daily basis.   

• Ensure that progress towards goals is monitored on a half termly basis and that 

interventions are identified and implemented at the earliest possible opportunity to 

ensure success.   

• Provide appropriate specialist equipment as needed.   

• Ensure that all learners are supported in preparation for adulthood at each 

development milestone and key stage.  

• Provide high quality careers information advice and guidance. 

9. What is an EHC Plan and who can request one for my child?   

 

The purpose of an EHC Plan is to make special education provision to meet the special 

educational needs of a child or young person in order to secure improved outcomes for 

him/her across education, health and social care and, as he/she gets older, prepare for 

adulthood. An EHC Plan will contain:  
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• The views and aspirations of you and your child  

• A full description of his/her special educational needs and any health and social care 

needs  

• A route to establish outcomes for your child’s progress  

• Specifications of the provision required and how education, health and social care will 

work together to meet your child’s needs and support the achievement of the agreed 

outcomes.  

  

You, your child (where appropriate and aged 16 years and over) and/or the school, usually 

the SENDCo, can request that the Local Authority conduct an assessment of your child’s 

needs. This may then lead to an EHC Plan.  

  

10 How will you help me to support my child’s learning?    

• There may be suggested strategies or activities for you to do at home to support your 

child’s learning.   

• You will be informed of the progress that your child is making and may be given 

activities that will help support your child.   

• You can also have opportunities to meet with other professionals involved in 

supporting your child eg. Educational Psychologist.   

• The school website has a parent/carers section to provide advice and guidance to 

help you support you child. 

  

  

11 How is support allocated to children and how do they move between the different 
levels of support in school?   

We are aware of learners needs before they arrive and we are given information in the form 

of a pupil passport from their previous school about the learners needs.  At the induction 

meeting parents/carers are also asked about the progress the learner has made in their time 

in mainstream.  On induction, the learner is assessed in a number of different ways in order 

to identify any learning needs. We then monitor progress in ways that might include all or 

some of the following:    

• Half termly data analysis,  

• Daily Attendance,  

• Half termly analysis of Attendance, Behaviour and Progress and Achievement  

• Written reports.   

• Informal and formal meetings/contact.  

• Information gathered on attitudes to learning e.g. achievement on the Behaviour 

Points System.   

  

Extra support is then put in place or phased out according to need. We know when support 

is required because of the following:  

 Information gained on induction and/or from previous school  

 Regular reviews of SEND support plans and SEND ranges documentation 

 Concerns raised by learners, parents/carers, teachers, learning support 

professionals, therapists, external agencies  

 If limited progress is being made  

 There is significant change in progress and/or behaviour  
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 Concerns are raised by external agencies  

 

12 How will the school know that the support has made a difference to my child’s 

learning and how can I and my child be included in this review process?   

• You will know the support has made a difference if there are improvements in any of 

the following areas such as; behaviour, attendance, academic progress, social and 

emotional attitudes to self and others.   

• The progress and impact of the support will be reviewed regularly and, if necessary, 

either extended or adapted to achieve the goal.   

• You and your child will be kept well informed and encouraged to be actively involved 

at all stages of this support e.g. through meetings with the SENDCo, subject teacher, 

tutor or relevant senior leaders.   

• Multi-professional case discussions where strategies and learning programmes are 

‘fine-tuned to ensure that a difference is made to learning. 

 

 

13 How will I know the effectiveness for the provision made for children with SEND? 

 The SEND Team meets on a fortnightly basis, led by the Head Teacher. Key staff 
report, where appropriate, to the meeting on the progress of the education 
programme, including all matters relating to SEND. The evaluation of provision is 
based on the following:  

 Daily meetings enable staff to discuss issues immediately as they arise; 

 Weekly staff meeting agendas have a SEND item where updates and decisions can 
be made; 

 All members of the senior leadership team are involved in the monitoring of the 
curriculum through the observation of teaching and learning;  

 There are regular staff development meetings including individual teacher 
observation meetings and individual line management meetings;  

 The SEND Team evaluate the SEND provision map against learner support plans 
termly. 

 The Head Teacher reports to the Link School Management Committee, SEND 
Governor, Together for Children (TFC) Strategic Education Lead and TFC SEND. 

 The views of parents/carers and students are sought through family meetings, 
parents’ evenings, phone calls and feedback questionnaires. 

 

14 What support will there be for my child’s happiness and wellbeing at school?   

• Being happy and healthy is an important value of the school.  

• All staff are committed to the happiness and wellbeing of learners and strive to create 

an ethos which promotes this.    

• The school takes very seriously issues such as bullying (including cyber-bullying) and 

addresses problems head on.  It is has been awarded the platinum anti-bullying 

charter mark and won the most active anti-bullying team in 2016.   

• The PSHEE and citizenship curriculum helps learners understand how to stay 

healthy and happy.   
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• Mindfulness is embedded across the school and this is helping learners to talk about 

their own feelings and how to develop strategies to help them with their emotional 

well-being. 

• If further intervention and help is required, we can refer learners and their families to 

other agencies and charities who can give further help and support e.g. Washington 

MIND, Wear kids. 

• We know how successful we are by regular analysis of Learner and Parent/Carer 

feedback which tells us the vast majority of learners are happy in school.   

15 How is my child included in all the same activities as his/her peers at school?   

• The Link School is an inclusive school and we are committed to providing equal 

opportunities for all of our children. 

• The school also holds the Inclusion Quality Mark and is a designated Centre of 

Excellence – this promotes the value that our learners and their families are at the 

heart of everything we do. 

• Enrichment activities, educational visits and residential are available to all students. 

• Multi-professional case discussions where strategies and learning programmes are 

‘fine-tuned’;  

• Individualised and differentiated activities and programmes of work. 

• Facilities for students at The Link School including facilities which increase or assist 

The Link School adopts the recommendations of the Equalities Act 2010;  

 The school offers small group teaching, alternative provision and family support;  
 All learners have access to ICT facilities;  
 A building that is adapted to facilitate access to learners with most physical 

disabilities. 

 

16 How will school support my child in transition stages e.g. Year 1 into Year 2; Year 6 

into Year 7; Key Stage 3 into Key Stage 4; Key Stage 4 into further Education and 

Reintegration into a mainstream school?   

• We know that transitions can be a difficult time and work carefully with learners, their 

families and other professionals to make sure that they are as successful as possible. 

Communication is key to helping learners’ transition smoothly.  

• The SEND Support Officer will co-ordinate transition programmes and visits to new 

schools and specialist provisions, additional support will be provided by The Link 

School Behaviour Support Service as part of this programme. Each learner has an 

individual programme based on their needs. 

• The school has achieved the Gatsby Careers benchmarks and gained the Investors I 

Careers Award. 

• The works with Richard Alnutt, an experience Careers and Information Guidance 

advisors to provides high quality advice, information and guidance to support learners 

to their employment goals.   

•  

17 Who can I ask if I have any other questions about my child at school, including 
complaints?  

• Any complaint about the special educational provision in the school should in the first 

instance be addressed to the Headteacher, Donna Walker who will try to resolve the 
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problem and may direct you to the school’s Complaints Policy and Procedure. 

https://www.linkschool.org.uk/policies/complaints-procedure/ 

• In the unusual circumstances that the issue is still not resolved it should then be 

referred to the Chair of the Management Committee, Mr Tony Cunningham.  

Where can I find additional information?  

• Further information is available in: Special Educational Needs, A Guide for the 

Parents.  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-

andcarers  

• More information on how the Local Authority and Together for Children support 

children with SEND can be found in the Local Offer 

https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/send-local-offer 

 IPSEA  - Independent Provider of Special Education Advice (known as IPSEA) is a 

registered charity (number 327691) operating in England. IPSEA offers free and 

independent legally based information, advice and support to help get the right 

education for children and young people with all kinds of special educational needs 

and disabilities (SEND). We also provide training on the SEND legal framework to 

parents and carers, professionals and other organisations 

 

 Sunderland SEND Information, Advice and Support. 

IAS Services have a duty to provide infomation, advice and support to disabled childr

en and young people, and those with SEN, and their parents. They are statutory servi

ces which means there has to be one in every local authority. 

They are free, impartial and confidential services. 

https://sunderland.fsd.org.uk/kb5/sunderland/directory/service.page?id=mCoN6gIz8e

w&localofferchannel=9 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/send-local-offer
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/Pages/Category/service-overview/
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/Pages/Category/learn-about-and-book-training/
https://sunderland.fsd.org.uk/kb5/sunderland/directory/service.page?id=mCoN6gIz8ew&localofferchannel=9
https://sunderland.fsd.org.uk/kb5/sunderland/directory/service.page?id=mCoN6gIz8ew&localofferchannel=9

