
                                                         Pupil Premium Statement 

2019-2020: 

The Link School  

 
The Government provides pupil premium funding which is additional to main school funding.  Its purpose is to help address national inequalities between 
the achievements of children eligible for free school meals or children in care when compared with their peers. 
 
In the 2020-2021 financial year schools will receive the following funding for each child registered as eligible for free school meals at any point in the last 6 
years. 
 
£1345 for primary aged pupils £955 for secondary aged pupils 
 
Sunderland Virtual School will also receive £2345 for each looked after pupil who 

 

 Has been looked after for one day or more 

 Was adopted from care, or left care under a special guardianship order or a residence order. 

Sunderland Virtual School allocates this money to the Link School according to the numbers of looked after children on roll during the academic year. 

In the 2019/20 financial year The Link School received, £48,613.91 in Pupil Premium Funding. 

During this academic year, Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption to their education as a result of 
coronavirus (COVID-19). Those from the most vulnerable and disadvantaged backgrounds will be among those hardest hit, where possible at the Link 
School we have tried our best endeavours to ensure that all pupil premium children have not left behind. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Where the Funding is Spent 

Project Cost Aim Impact 

1:1 Tuition/Family Key 
Worker. 

£32394 To ensure that learners, and their families, at risk 
of complete disengagement from education are 
provided with daily tuition, practical and  
emotional support.  

 

KS3 

There are 8 pupils who have had one to one tuition 

throughout this year (until March 2020) 

English, 6/8 pupils made good progress. 

Maths, 6/8 pupils made good progress. 

KS4 

There are 12 pupils who have had one to one tuition 

throughout this year (until March 2020) 

English, 7/12 pupils made good progress. 

Maths, 10/12 pupils made good progress. 

Attendance and Family 
Liaison Support 

£11976 To identify groups of pupil premium learners 
whose attendance in their previous school was 
poor. The attendance and family liaison role is to 
work with the learners and their families to 
improve their attendance and engagement at 
school. 

Targeted attendance work with an identified pupil 
premium cohort has shown the attendance has 
improved in 23 out of 47 learners; where 6 of those 
learner’s attendance improved by at least 20%. 
KS4 progress for pupil premium learners is 60% in 
English and 74% in Maths. 
 
English, 25/44 pupils are making at least expected 

progress, the gap between pupil premium and non- 

pupil premium pupils is -26%. 



Maths, 35/45 pupils are making at least expected 

progress, the gap between pupil premium and non- 

pupil premium pupils is -7% 

Outdoor Learning £1500 Provide other experiential learning for 
disadvantaged children outside of the daily 
curriculum. 

Changes and investment in outdoor learning and 
offsite education visits have demonstrated better 
attitudes to learning. 93% of learners say that they 
feel safe and enjoy their time at the Link School 

Work related 
opportunities/Careers 

£1470 To develop alternative forms of educating hard to 
reach learners who may have been moved 
quickly out of the area – this pertains particularly 
to children looked after, who can be moved with 
little notice from the Sunderland area.  

All pupil premium learners all received external 
careers advice from the school’s external consultant. 
In July 2020, 52/55  had secured provisional 
destinations in employment, training, apprenticeship 
or college.   

Laptops for Remote 
Learning (the school 
was unsuccessful in 
being allocated 
Government funded  
Y10 laptops during 
Covid-19) 

£12,000 To ensure that all those pupils who are digitally 
disadvantaged are able to access high quality 
online learning and remote learning support. 

40 laptops have been bought and given to all KS4 
disadvantaged learners who did not have a lap top. 
Tracking of Century Learning online learning 
package has shown that 22/34 Y10 pupils (who 
returned to school in June 2020) have accessed the 
programme and made progress during this time. 

Reading Plus 
Programme 

£1274 Reading Plus is an adaptive assessment 
provides a data-driven starting point for the 
personalized instruction and practice pupils need 
to become independent readers. This 
programme provides personal targeted 
interventions for individual pupils. 

7/8 KS3 learners have improved their reading age by 

at least one year.  

8/17 have increased their reading age, 7 have 

remained the same and 2 have decreased in their 

reading, Covid -19 has had some impact on the 

effectiveness of this programme. 

Additional strengths are: 

Structured reading improvement programme 

which enables pupils to work at their own pace in 

a relaxed environment – away from the 

classroom. 

Pupils are given choice and control to practice at 

their own pace – very important for our pupils. 



The programme automatically identifies gaps in 

foundational skills: visual (spelling and word 

recognition), reading and vocabulary, and targets 

these areas. 

Measures word read and comprehension which 

increases motivation – seeing the results makes 

it enjoyable for the pupils.  

 

 

In 2020/2021 the Link School, expects to receive £81535 in pupil premium.  

Spending plans include 

 Continuing to support the funding of one to one tutors. 

 Laptops for remote learning 

 Work related learning opportunities to improve personal and inter-personal skills e.g. resilience, team work, confidence, communication etc  

 Additional careers and information guidance support for disadvantaged learners; including 1:2:1 interviews/information sessions. 

 Continuing to fund the attendance and family liaison officer to improve social and emotional outcomes for disadvantaged learners. 

 Support the development of online learning opportunities for all pupils, using Century Learning. 

 Continuing Funding  the Reading Plus intervention programme 

The gap in attainment between disadvantaged learners and other groups who attend the school is not statistically significant, 


