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September 2020 sees the opening of our
assessment hubs. Children often display
inappropriate behavioural difficulties for a variety
of reasons. Behavioural difficulties do not
necessarily mean that a child or young person
has a possible mental health problem or a special
educational need (SEND). Negative experiences
or distressing life events can affect mental health
in a way that brings about temporary change
in a person’s behaviour. A pupil that experiences
frequent and persistent difficulties with
behaviour, emotional and social difficulties
can significantly affect their learning experience
and that of their peers.
Consistent disruptive or withdrawn behaviour
can also be an indication of an underlying
problem. Where there are concerns about
behaviour there should be an assessment to
determine whether there are any factors such
as undiagnosed learning difficulties, difficulties
with speech and language
or mental health issues.
I am delighted to be able to welcome you to
the Link School Assessment Hub and introduce
myself as the Head Teacher. The Link School
is an alternative learning provider working with
young learners and their families across the City
of Sunderland. There are two sites; The Link
School, Springwell Dene which works with
learners across Key Stage 1, 2 and 3 and The Link
School, Pallion, which provides education for
learners at Key Stage 4.

To support children and schools in Sunderland,
Together for Children (TFC) have introduced
assessment hubs and The Link School is proud
to be part of this provision.
Further information can be found on our website
www.linkschool.org.uk and please do not hesitate
to get in touch if you have any queries.
Donna Walker
Head Teacher

Respect is the foundation on which our
schools values are based. We promote care,
trust and honesty with our learners, their
families/carers, schools, academies and all
other partners and stakeholders.

Effort
We recognise that our work has a positive
impact on our learners and their families/
carers, improving outcomes for all. We work
tirelessly to improve the lives of our learners.

Achieve
We have the highest of expectations of both
ourselves and our learners. We believe that all
of our learners can make progress and achieve
academically, socially and emotionally.

Communication
In order to realise shared goals and
achieve the very best for learners we work
collaboratively with parents/carers, schools,
academies and other stakeholders. We will
communicate the highest standards and
expectations at all times.

Happy and Healthy
We have created a safe, secure and happy
learning environment in which all learners
can thrive. We equip learners with the
knowledge and skills they need to achieve
well in life. We acknowledge and celebrate
their success widely.

www.linkschool.org.uk

What are Assessment Hubs?
Consistent disruptive or withdrawn behaviour can also be an
indication of an underlying problem. Where there are concerns
about behaviour there should be an assessment to determine
whether there are any factors such as undiagnosed learning
difficulties, difficulties with speech and language or mental
health issues.

• Low levels of resilience when faced with adversity
• Behaviour causing a barrier to learning, e.g. pupil
disengaging, may destroy own / others’ work, use
work avoidance strategies, concentration very limited

Assessment Hub Outcome

What we offer

The purpose the Vulnerable Pupils Assessment Hub is to
provide an assessment and recommendations for educational
provision for pupils who are experiencing social, emotional and
mental health difficulties within mainstream school settings.

We offer a curriculum which:

Recommendations can include:

• Engages our children and young people in learning
• Creates a partnership with our parents/carers
and all stakeholders

Formal diagnosis should only be made by medical professionals.
However, schools are well-placed to observe children and
identify those behaviours that children may be suffering from,
or at risk of developing a mental health problem.

• Difficulty socialising with peers and adults e.g. lack
of empathy, victim or perpetrator of bullying

• Mainstream education with educational support plan.

• May show low mood or refuse to communicate
for periods of time

• Mainstream education with Educational Health Care
Plan application

To support children and schools in Sunderland, Together for
Children (TFC) have introduced assessment hubs and alternative
provision that may support during an assessment process or
during a young person’s current circumstances. Together for
Children recommend and support SEND range descriptors that
are based on national best practice in determining needs of pupil
with SEND. There is a referral process to access the hubs and
alternative provision and it is expected that schools will have
considered the SEND range descriptions guidance prior
to referring a young person.

• Risk of isolation or becoming socially vulnerable

• Key Stage 1/2/3/4 Link School

• Assesses individual needs to allow everyone
to experience success and determine their next
steps in education

• Returners Unit

• Raises aspirations and standards of attainment

The pupil experiences frequent and persistent difficulties
with behavioural, emotional and social difficulties which will
significantly affect curriculum access.
• Pupils must be demonstrating behaviours identified
in Range 3 - 4 of the SEMH element of SEND Ranges.
• Incidences of non-compliant and uncooperative
behaviour e.g. refusal to work, disrupting the learning
of others.
• Difficulties self-regulating e.g. frequent emotional
or aggressive outbursts, sexualised language, anxiety,
mood swings, unpredictable behaviour, which affect
relationships.
• Significant self-esteem issues affecting relationships
and behaviour patterns (‘acting in’ or ‘acting out’)

The minimum assessment period in the provision is two
weeks, with a maximum of 8 weeks.
Within the assessment provision staff including; teaching
staff, educational psychologist, behaviour support and mental
health worker will carry out initial interventions. The outcomes
of which will be provided to schools in report format that will
recommend the most suitable ongoing educational pathway.

• Young Mums Unit
• Home and Hospital Tuition
• Beacon of Light
• Hope Springs

All schools and academies allocated an assessment will need
to enter into an agreed contract with the appropriate providers
identified within this protocol, which will clarify the roles and
responsibilities of each setting.
An exit review at the end of the assessment period will be used
to develop, in conjunction with the home school, a support plan
which will be used to support integration into the most suitable
educational placement or reintegration back into mainstream
provision.
The Hub will provide a reintegration programme for a period
of 2 – 4 weeks for those pupils that are returning to mainstream
provision or into alternative suitable education.
Considering the Schools Admission Code, Schools must
be mindful that the parent/carer has the right to request
a mainstream placement at any time.

• Takes into account individual learning needs,
experiences and backgrounds

“Teachers and teaching assistants
work very well together, set high
expectations and use questioning
effectively. Teachers probe pupils’
understanding through targeted
questioning. They identify and address
pupils’ misconceptions quickly.”

Lessons are fifty minutes in duration and will cover a broad
and balanced curriculum of subjects including: English, Maths,
Science, ICT, Humanities, Art, PE and PSHEE/RE.
In addition to this, additional interventions, SEND assessments
and therapeutic work will be carried through work with the
Behaviour Support Officer, an educational psychologist and
work with a trained school Counsellor.Each pupil will have
weekly sessions with the behaviour support officer and the
counsellor as part of this assessment process.

Daily Tutorial
Students have a daily tutor time covering PSCHE topics
and preparation for the next stages in their learning journey.

Ofsted July 2018
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Additional Assessment Provision
As part of our assessment team we have employed:
Behaviour Re-integration Support Officer
The Behaviour Support Officer will play a key role in supporting
the young people within the Assessment Hub, they will work
within the Hub team to reduce the learner’s barriers to learning.
They will support learners during reintegration and work with
other settings to plan for a successful transition.
In addition, our re-integration officer will:
• Undertake direct intervention work with learners
• Create behaviour and reintegration plans
• Provide written and verbal advice and reports
• Have the ability to provide challenge where required
• Set high behaviour expectations, establishing and
maintaining a good standard of discipline through
positive and productive relationships with learners.

Here at the Link School Hub we aim:
School Counsellor
Our School Counsellor is from Breakfree Counselling Services
which is based in Sunderland. Breakfree are a group of fully
qualified counsellors who provide a quality, reliable and
affordable counselling service, to people of all ages in the
North East. They work with private clients as well as a number
of schools in the area.
The counsellor who will be working closely with the young
people in the Link School Hub, is passionate about the mental
health of young people. The focus is to provide students with
a safe place to share and explore their thoughts, feelings and
fears in order to help them process their personal development.
The counsellor will do this by building a therapeutic relationship
which can bring about improvements in mental health and well
being by encouraging the student to find their own way to make
positive choices.

Our Specialist Senior Educational Psychologist will work closely
with pupils, families and staff. They carry out observations
and assessments of pupils to understand their learning and
emotional needs and to hear their views to help support the
pupil in their transition from the Hub to their next educational
placement. They can support students to inform and achieve
objectives which will enable them to progress towards a safe,
healthy, independent and productive adulthood.

• Develop a culture where our children and
young people are recognised as unique
individuals and experience a sense of
belonging.
• Create an environment that effectively
breaks down the barriers to learning
enabling our children/young people to
achieve individual excellence

Contact details
KS3 Hub@Oxclose

Educational Psychologist

• To provide a nurturing and creative
environment in which our children and
young people can flourish and grow to their
full potential so they can aspire and achieve

Victoria Knight
Oxclose Community Academy
Dilston Close, Oxclose Village
Washington, Tyne & Wear NE38 0LN
T: 0191 419 5120

• To promote emotional wellbeing and
resilience in our children and young people
who are then able to regulate emotions,
live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives.
• Raise aspirations so our young people and
their families have the confidence and skills
in preparation for their next life stage

Our Educational Psychologist is able to provide training
and consultation to staff on topics such as developmental
trauma and adverse childhood experiences, loss and
bereavement and emotional awareness and development.

www.linkschool.org.uk

Link School Springwell Dene
Swindon Road
Springwell
Sunderland
Tyne and Wear
SR3 4EE
T: 0191 561 5777
W:www.linkschool.org.uk

Link School Pallion
Waverley Terrace
Sunderland
Tyne & Wear
SR4 6TA
T: 0191 561 4777
W:www.linkschool.org.uk

Head Teacher: Mrs Donna Walker
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