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Here at the Link School we aim: 

 To provide a nurturing and creative environment in which 
our children and young people can flourish and grow to their full potential 
so they can aspire and achieve 

 Develop a culture where our children and young people are recognised as 
unique individuals and experience a sense of belonging. 

 Create an environment that effectively breaks down the barriers to 
learning enabling our children/young people to achieve individual 
excellence 

 To promote emotional wellbeing and resilience in our children and young 
people who are then able to regulate emotions, live safe, healthy and 
fulfilling lives. 

 Raise aspirations so our young people and their families have the 
confidence and skills in preparation for their next life stage 

The curriculum is organised in such a way that it provides children and young 
people with differentiated support and strategies to be successful in developing 
their own behaviour for learning. 

Recovery Curriculum 

The post Covid 19 Recovery Curriculum will be built on the 5 Levers: Relationships, 
Community, Transparent Curriculum, Metacognition and Space as a systematic, 
relationships-based approach to address individual gaps in learning and skills. 

Strategic Intent 

To develop a curriculum which: 

 Engages our children and young people in learning 

 Creates a partnership with our parents/carers and all stakeholders 

 Takes into account individual learning needs, experiences and 
backgrounds. 

 Allows everyone to experience success. 

 Raises aspirations and standards of attainment.  

Curriculum Principles 

 Personal and academic progress over their time within the school 
community. 

 The majority of Curriculum time is given to Core Subjects to ensure that 
our children and young people have the essential skills needed for life and 
access to the wider curriculum 

 Personalised, differentiated support to stretch and challenge our children 
and young people so progress is accelerated from point of entry.  
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 Ensure all our children and young people make progress 
towards national expectations in order to narrow the gaps 
in learning. 

 Enrichment through a creative curriculum and outdoor education which 
underpins SMSC and British values to create responsible and active 
citizens. 

 Support transitions at each key stage for all our children and young people 

 Intervention programmes and community activities are offered to enhance 
learning, personal development and safety 

 Careers Information Advice and Guidance is embedded across the school 

The Curriculum 

The broad and balanced school Curriculum provides a strong academic core of 
subjects underpinned by SMSC, fundamental British Values, Careers Guidance, 
Healthy Living and well-being, preparation for the next stage, equality and 
diversity.  

Classes are typically taught in mixed age groups based on individual needs and 
dynamics. 

Early Year and Key Stage One 

The curriculum is designed to re-engage children at an early age in the enjoyment and 

fun which learning can offer them. They will engage in a language enriched 

environment which is designed using the 6 Principles of Nurture groups as its 

foundation: 

o Children’s learning is understood developmentally 

o The classroom offers a safe base 

o Nurture is important for the development of well-being and self-esteem 

o Language is understood as a vital means of communication 

o All Behaviour is communication 

o The importance of transition in children’s lives 

There is a personalised offer across the curriculum and so it is made relevant to the 

needs of the children, remaining flexible and adaptable to the context, background and 

needs of the child. The curriculum is inclusive and accessible to every child. 

The curriculum is creative and has a culture of experiential, interactive, physically 

engaging and stimulating activities to promote interest, curiosity, exploration and 

engagement. 

Children are taught within mixed age (4-7years) and mixed ability groups of up to 8 

children. 

The curriculum includes: 

o English: Reading,  Writing, Spelling 

o Language, Communication + Social Interaction 
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o Speaking and Listening 

o Maths 

o Science 

o Geography + History 

o RE + celebration of British Values and other cultures 

o SRE 

o ICT 

o PE 

o Physical development 

o Forest School 

o Music 

o Art +Design 

o Mindfulness + Well-Being 

o PSHE 

EYFS: 

For those children entering within EYFS learning is categorised into: 

Learning and development: communication and language; physical development; 

personal, social and emotional. 

Plus 4 key areas: Literacy, Maths, Understanding of the world and expressive art and 

design 

These are achieved through play exploring, active learning, creative and thinking 

critically 

 

There are additional opportunities available for those children who require additional 

sensory engagement. 

Across the academic year children will engage in themed activities to raise awareness/ 

These may include: 

o Mental Health 

o Safety Awareness 

o Anti-Bullying 

o Online Safety 

o Children in Need 

o Comic relief 

To enhance opportunities for our children the school accesses a range of other 

specialists to motivate, engage and improve outcomes: 

o SAFC, Foundation of Light (sport skills) 

o Keep Active (team games) 

o Pat Dogs as Therapy (PAT) 

o Gardening Club 
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o The Sage/Charanga (music) 

Parents are highly valued and involved from the outset via: 

o Induction, visits to the provision, phone calls, Home School Books, meetings 

o Weekly Parent Group takes place with an open invite to all parents/carers, as 

a ‘drop in’  

o Termly themed Family sessions take place and are well attended 

KS1 also offer child observations, advice, CPD and Outreach support as part of a 

traded service to schools 

Interventions which take place both within the Provisions and also as Outreach support 

within other schools can include: 

o Marvin’s Marvellous Moods 

o Listening Programme 

o Fun Friends 

o Black Sheep 

o Elsa 

o The Colour Monster 

o Singing Hands 

o Bespoke PSHE programme 

Key Stage Two 

We offer a topic based curriculum, we plan learning around a topic which is 
dictated by the interest of the current cohort, linking as many subjects as 
possible, giving children a more meaningful, creative, context based experience. 

We personalise learning by offering specific interventions during our tray time 
work and also during a timetabled intervention slot. Tray time is also an 
opportunity to focus on the basic skills, including reading, spelling, 
comprehension, tables knowledge and recall and also handwriting.   

We offer a rich, varied curriculum, with a good balance of academic and skill 
based learning opportunities. This helps to build confidence, self-esteem and 
resilience as well as academic abilities. This balance also helps to re-engage 
reluctant learners back into education, allowing them to discover a love of 
learning and an enjoyment of education.  

There are four classes at KS2, they are all mixed age groups, children are 
grouped by their support / intervention need rather than by their chronological 
age or academic needs. Each class is staffed by a teacher and a TA/HLTA, there 
is a further TA to provide 1:1, small group or an alternative learning environment 
to support social, emotional or academic needs.  

Core subjects are taught during the morning sessions and foundation, practical 
or enrichment lessons are taught during the afternoon sessions.  
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We currently deliver or provide access to the following lessons: 

 Tray Time 

 English 

 Maths 

 Science 

 SPAG 

 ICT 

 Intervention Time 

 PE 

 PHSEE 

 Art 

 Cookery 

 Humanities 

 Outdoor Education 

 Music-drumming 

 Swimming 

 Trampoline 

 Social skills 

 Mindfulness 

In addition to our regular lessons, we also provide a wide range of workshops/ 
visitors each term. These have included:  

 Weekly visits with a ‘Reading dog’ 

 School nurse each half term 

 Regular visits by local/ community officers 

 Visit by a police dog and his handler  

 Skipping festival 

 Science experience 

 Visits to a local nursing home 

 Music assemblies 

 Regular visits to a community farm  

 STEM events  

 Steve’s Animal Ark 

Key Stage Three 

We provide an exciting and relevant personalised curriculum with a strong emphasis 

on improving literacy and numeracy skills, as well as helping young people 

understand their emotions, build confidence, self-esteem and improve their 

behaviour. 

There are four classes, each staffed with a teacher and a support member of 
staff.  Lessons are fifty minutes in duration and are taught by subject specialists 
in English, Maths and Science.  Enrichment activities are delivered on an 
afternoon with the focus on improving health, well-being and fitness. 
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The curriculum is split into three areas: 

Developing skilled, reflective learners 

 English – including English mastery 

 Mathematics – including maths mastery 

 Science 

 Modern Foreign Languages (MFL), Spanish 

 Additional support is provided to enable them to rapidly catch up for our 
young people who are behind in their chronological reading age  

Developing confident, resilient young people: 

 Outdoor Education 

 Music / drumming 

 Creative Mindfulness  

 ICT 

 Physical Education  

 

Developing, active responsible learners:  

 PSHEE – Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education 

 Preparation for Adult Life 

 Enrichment opportunities, when the normal lesson timetable is suspended, 
take place during the year.  These days allow our young people to learn in 
different ways such as off site, with external providers and a range of  
students.   These days cover subjects such as Staying Safe, British 
Values and Study Skills. 

Key Stage Four 

We help young people aged 14-16 to overcome their difficulties and achieve their 

potential by raising their aspirations, confidence and self-esteem.  We provide an 

exciting and relevant individualised curriculum with a strong emphasis on important 

academic qualifications, functional skills, life skills, vocational skills and employability. 

The curriculum is designed to ensure that learners are equipped for the next stage in 

their lives.  Staff at the Link School are highly dedicated, professional and determined 

to help the young people who attend the provision.   

Our curriculum is divided into three distinct categories which motivates and supports 
young people towards their learning and employment goals. These are academic 
achievement; preparing for working life and becoming active and responsible 
citizens. 

Academic achievement 
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GCSE English  
English literature 
Maths 
Statistics 
Combined Science 
Citizenship 

Functional 
Skills (Level 1 
and 2) 

English and Maths 

VCERT Food and Cookery 
Health and Fitness 

NCFE (Level 
1) 

Maths Working with probability 
Maths: Working with statistics 
Maths: Working with 2D shapes and 
space 
Creative Craft in Art and Design 
Food and Cookery Skills 
Technical Award Art and Design 

 

Preparing for working life 

NCFE (Level 1 
and Level 2)  

Occupational studies for the 
Workplace 
Award for CV writing 
Award in Employability skills 

FAA (Level 2) Emergency first aid at work 

Careers Work Discovery Week. 
National Careers Week. 
High quality careers education, 
information and guidance.  
ESH Group – Building my skills 
College Visits 
Careers guidance interviews. 
Weekly Department for Work and 
Pension sessions. 
Attendance at school careers fairs. 
Opportunities for work placements 
with a range of different providers. 
Promotion of STEM across the 
curriculum. 

Becoming active and responsible citizens 

NCFE (Level 
1) 

Award in alcohol awareness 
Award in sexual health awareness 
Award in personal safety 
Award in substance misuse 
awareness. 
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Enrichment Charity events 
Mountain biking  
Watersports 
Football 
Fishing 
Gym 
Swimming 
Dance 
Trampolining 

Remote Learning – In response to Covid-19 

In the event of a school closure, the school is committed to providing continuity of 
education to its learners and will do so through a process of remote (online) learning. 
Extensive remote learning would apply particularly in a situation in which the school 
is closed for an extended period of time, but a high proportion of learners and 
teachers are healthy, and able to work as normal from home. 

The primary platforms the school will use to deliver continuity of education are:  

Microsoft Teams: accessed via the relevant app or desktop application, or via the 

following URL: https://teams.microsoft.com  

Century Learning: https://www.century.tech/ 

This is an online learning platform for secondary learners. Century adapts personal 

pathways contains micro-lessons called ‘nuggets’ designed to address gaps in 

knowledge, provide stretch and challenge and promote long-term memory retention.  

https://44k637hhd1a409naw3kppon1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-

content/uploads/2019/12/CENTURY-curriculum-overview-Secondary.pdf 

The extent to which different methods of instruction are employed is likely to be 
determined by the length of any school closure and the ability of both learners and 
teachers to participate in remote learning. 

 

Alternative Pathways to GCSE 

We offer a range of pathways to GCSE to meet the specific learning needs of our 
students but to enable them all to be highly employable. This includes our 
children and young people having access to work placements, we currently work 
with: 

 North East Resources – construction, joinery, painting and decorating. 

 Evolve Soccer Academy – functional skills in English and maths, biology, 
BTEC Sports diploma. 

 PETAL – Fork Lift Truck courses and CSC Cards. 

https://www.century.tech/
https://44k637hhd1a409naw3kppon1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/CENTURY-curriculum-overview-Secondary.pdf
https://44k637hhd1a409naw3kppon1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/CENTURY-curriculum-overview-Secondary.pdf
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 Bella Marie Training Academy – Hair and Beauty 
Qualifications, Level 1 plus. 

Daily Tutorial  

Students have a daily tutor time covering PSCHE topics and preparation for the 
next stages in their learning journey.  

1 to 1 Programme 

For those children and young people who are significantly ‘hard to reach’ and are 
unable to access the curriculum offer in school, these learners are offered one to 
one tuition where they are offered access to English, Maths and a PSHE 
curriculum. The aim is to re-engage them in learning and return full time to into 
school. 

 


