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Dear Parents/Carers 

As you’re likely aware, the government has announced that schools will reopen to all 
pupils from 8 March. In terms of The Link School, we have been open throughout and we 
are very much looking forward to welcoming back more of our pupils to face-to-face 
education. 

School attendance 

The latest government guidance on the wider opening of school says you can welcome 
pupils back on a phased basis during the week of 8 March to help manage your 
coronavirus testing programme.  

On Tuesday 9th March, we’ll be welcoming back all of our KS3 learners and Y11 girls to 
Springwell Dene, except for those pupils who are attending their work, training, college or 
one to one placement.  

School attendance will be mandatory and our usual rules on attendance will apply. Pupils 
must wear their school uniform. 

As a reminder, pupils should self-isolate and not come to school if they: 
 

 Have coronavirus symptoms or have tested positive 

 Live with someone who has symptoms or have tested positive 

 Are a close contact of someone who has tested positive 

 
In line with the latest government guidance, pupils who are clinically extremely 
vulnerable should not attend school. If your child is in this group, they should continue 
to learn from home until further notice.   
 
For pupils who are self-isolating or shielding, we will provide access to live lessons, 
Century learning and home learning packs. More information can be found on our 
website: https://www.linkschool.org.uk/remote-learning-plan/remote-learning-plan/ 

 

Coronavirus testing  

To help us keep everyone safe, we’ll be offering rapid coronavirus testing to all our pupils 
as they return from 8 March. Pupils will be asked to take coronavirus tests at school, with 
3 to 5 days between each test. Test results will take about 30 minutes to process. 

Pupils can return to school after their first negative result. If at any point they test positive, 
they’ll need to self-isolate in line with government guidance.  

Testing is voluntary, meaning you and/or your child will need to give consent for it to be 
carried out. However, we strongly encourage your child to take part so we can help 
prevent the spread of coronavirus.  
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If your child is participating in testing, they should attend a testing appointment at 
Springwell Dene on Monday 8th March 2021 - staff will be in touch this week with their 
allocated testing tome. 

Our safety measures 

Rest assured that we’re doing everything we can to make sure our pupils can return to 
school safely. From 8 March, we’ll be taking the following protective measures: 

 All pupils in KS3/Y11 will be placed in ‘class bubbles’ of approximately 8 pupils, these 

pupils will have a dedicated Teaching Assistant to support to your child in lessons.  

 On arrival to school, pupils in each key stage will enter their own entrances and 

asked to use the hand sanitiser. There will be regular cleaning throughout the day 

and children will be encouraged to maintain good hand washing hygiene. 

 Classrooms will be cleaned between each lesson. 

 Windows and doors will be kept open to maintain good ventilation , where possible 

 We will ask that all pupils wear a face covering in communal areas and corridors. 
Due to the size of our classrooms and small class sizes, we will not require pupils 
to wear face coverings within the classroom as social distancing can be adhered 
to. This is in line with the latest government guidance for schools. 

 

For those pupils who are entitled to FSM, lunch will be provided whilst in school. 

Additional support 

Lockdown has been a challenging period for all of us, and we’d like to thank you for your 
continuing support during this difficult and uncertain time. If you or your child have any 
concerns about returning to school, or if you think your child might need extra support 
when they return, please get in touch with your child’s teaching assistant for advice. 

We’d also like to thank you for all your support in helping your child learn from home. 
We’ll continue to keep in touch if we update our plans or if we need to make changes due 
to new government guidance. 

 

Please continue to stay safe and well.  

Donna   

 

 

Headteacher 

 


