
Pupil Premium Strategy Statement 

School overview 

 Data 

 School name The Link School Sunderland 

Pupils in school PAN: 189 

Proportion of disadvantaged pupils 67% 

Pupil premium allocation this academic 
year 

£90200 

Academic year or years covered by 
statement 

2021-2022 

Publish date 31st August 2021 

Review date 1 September 2022 

Statement authorised by Donna Walker 

Pupil premium lead Clare Curry 

Governor lead Annette Parr 

Disadvantaged pupil barriers to success  

During this academic year, Children and young people across the country have 
experienced unprecedented disruption to their education as a result of coronavirus 
(COVID-19). Those from the most vulnerable and disadvantaged backgrounds will be 
among those hardest hit, where possible at the Link School we have tried our best 
endeavours to ensure that all pupil premium children have not left behind. 

Irregular attendance due to changing or challenging home circumstances and re-
engagement after Covid-19. 

Digital disadvantage linked to little or no access to computers or the internet. 

Strategy aims for disadvantaged pupils - academic achievement 

Aim Evidence of impact Target date  

Improve reading performance 
of pupil premium pupils.  

75% of all pupil 
premium pupils make 
good progress in writing 
with no pupils making 
less than requires 
improvement 

July 2022 

Improve writing performance 
of pupil premium pupils 

75% of all pupil 
premium pupils make 
good progress in writing 
with no pupils making 

July 2022 



2 

less than requires 
improvement 

Pupil premium pupils in KS4 
make expected levels of 
progress in GCSE subjects 
including English and Maths. 

65 % of KS4 pupil 
premium learners gain 
recognised GCSE 
qualifications through 
targeted teaching in at 
least 6 GCSE subjects. 
The remaining 35% gain 
recognised GCSE 
qualifications through 
targeted teaching in at 
least 6 GCSE subjects. 

July 2022 

Pupil Premium learners have 
access to high quality interven-
tion sessions which will ensure 
learners who are not making 
expected progress in have ac-
cess to tailored support.  
  

 

At each Data Capture 
any gaps identified to 
narrow.   
Achievement in English, 
Maths and Science is 
narrowing (from KS2-
KS4).  
 
All pupil premium pupils 
to engage with 
independent learning 
opportunities, including 
Century Learning or 
home learning packs. 

July 2022 

Strategy aims for disadvantaged pupils – wider outcomes (e.g. independence) 

Aim Evidence of impact Target date  

To improve attendance of 
pupils attracting pupil premium 

Improved attendance 
recorded for these 
learners  

Robust and supportive 
attendance intervention 
plans to be in place for 
these learners.  

Overall attendance for 
learners eligible for pupil 
premium to improve to 
the school target of 95% 

August 2022 

To develop alternative forms of 
educating hard to reach Y9-
Y11 learners who may have 
been moved quickly out of the 
area – this pertains particularly 
to children looked after, who 

All pupil premium pupils 
have an education 
pathway which meets 
their own individual 
needs and are engaging 
with the pathways – 

December 2021 
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can be moved with little notice 
from the Sunderland area. 

attendance is at least 
75%. 

Enhance the current provision 
for the development and ac-
quisition skills that produces 
responsible citizens who have 
increased their cultural capital 
in preparation for adult life.  

All pupils able to share 
their experiences and 
develop social skills that 
will prepare them for 
adulthood 

July 2022 

Further development of the 
Careers, Information and 
Guidance programme across 
KS3 and KS4 will improve the 
quality of provision and reduce 
the number of learners that are 
NEET at KS4.  

All Y11 pupil premium 
learners have a Post -16 
destination in readiness 
for September 2021. 

NEET figures are low. 

September 2022 

Teaching priorities for current academic year 

Measure Activity 

Priority 1 Phonics and writing interventions across primary 
phase for all disadvantaged pupils. 

Reading Plus interventions across KS3 and KS4 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Priority 2 To ensure that learners, and their families, at risk of 
complete disengagement from education are provided 
with daily one to one tuition, practical and emotional 
support through the allocation of intervention and 
attendance support. 

Priority 3 Ensure learners who are not making expected pro-
gress in have access to tailored support at all Key 
Stages. 

Barriers to learning these 
priorities address 

Insufficient time for literacy, longer term impact of 
the Covid 19 pandemic linked to school closures. 

Projected spending £32,880 One to one salary 

£1,829 – Reading Plus 

£1,005 - Century Learning 

£9,133 - KS3 Intervention  

 

Wider strategies for current academic year 

Measure Activity 

Priority 1 

Targeted attendance work to identify groups of pupil 
premium learners whose attendance in their 
previous school was poor. The attendance and 
family liaison role will with the learners and their 
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families to improve their attendance and 
engagement with school. 

Priority 2 

Programme of work-related learning opportunities to 

improve personal and inter-personal skills e.g. resili-

ence, team work, confidence, communication etc. 

This will include additional careers and information 

guidance support for disadvantaged learners; includ-

ing 1:2:1 interviews/information sessions. 

Priority 3 

Programme of Early Help Support including  
mindfulness aimed at developing social skills and 
strategies to regulate their emotional and mental 
health. 

Barriers to learning these 
priorities address 

Poor self-regulation, history of family disengagement 
with education, leading to low aspirations and 
external social influences including substance 
misuse and anti-social behaviour outside of school. 

Projected spending 

£22,029 - Family and attendance officer 

£21,000 - Early Help Support (3 days per week) 

£2,324 - Work Related Learning Support 
Careerwave. 

 

 

Monitoring and implementation 

Area Challenge Mitigating action 

Teaching 
Ensuring enough time is given 
over to allow for staff 
professional development 

Use of INSET days and whole 
school PPA sessions on a 
Friday afternoon. 

Targeted 
support 

Ensuring enough time for 
school English leads  to 
support small groups  with 
Reading Plus. 

Phoncis is being taught explicity 
on the curriculum with targeted 
support provided to individual 
pupils by the TA’s. 

 

English lead paired with HLTA at 
KS3 who will deliver reading 
plus sessions during tutor time. 

 

KS4 changes to the timetable 
have incorporated reading plus 
into the curriculum allowing the 
English lead and English teacher 
to deliver targeted sessions. 
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Wider 
strategies 

Enough time to plan and 
deliver new programme of work 
related learning and careers 
programme. 

 

Ensuring enough time is given 
to family and attendance officer 
to complete home visits and 
pupil engagement activities. 

Lead teacher now has three 
afternoons and is supported by 
CIAEG administrator to lead this. 

 

New attendance monitoring 
system is to be trialled which 
should reduce attendance admin 
time to allow more time for 
engagement activities. 

Review: last year’s aims and outcomes 

Aim Outcome 

Improve reading 
performance of pupil 
premium pupils.  

Primary – 18/29 pupils have improved their reading ages 

throughout the year. 

KS1, 8/14 (73%) of pupils are making at least expected 

progress from their starting points/baseline data. 

KS2, 14/33 (42%) of pupils are making at least expected 

progress from their starting points/baseline data. 

KS3 – Pupil 1 reading age has improved by 3.2 years; Pupil 2 

reading age has improved by 2.3 years; Pupil 3 reading age 

has improved by 4.11 years; Pupil 4 reading age has improved 

by 0.1 years; Pupil 5’s reading age has not been assessed due 

to absence although he has read over 11,000 words since he 

started the course. Increased engagement has been difficult to 

monitor at this point due to the pandemic. 

After a further period of lockdown (January-March), it has been 

difficult to implement R+ routinely Pupil’s 1 and 5 now read an 

additional 10 words per minute.  

KS4- The current progress at KS4 is limited as pupils were 

reluctant to access it remotely during lockdown and upon their 

return to school the focus was on the TAG for GCSE and the 

assessments pupils needed to complete as evidence. The 

current year tens have spent the last half term transitioning into 

their year eleven classes and the focus has been on managing 

behaviour and allowing them to settle.  

Those that have accessed Reading Plus have completed initial 

assessments so we are able to gauge the level pupils are 

working at initially and identify weaknesses and offer support to 
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Aim Outcome 

those who need it.  

Year 11 had typically scored higher in their reading and 

seemed to be more proficient in reading than our current year 

10. 

Improve writing 
performance of 
primary pupil 
premium pupils 

KS1, 8/14 (73%) of pupils are making at least expected 

progress from their starting points/baseline data. 

KS2,13/33 (39%) of pupils are making at least expected 

progress from their starting points/baseline data. 

Assessment Hub, 5/8 (63%) of pupils are making at least 

expected progress from their starting points/baseline data. 

Pupil premium 
pupils in KS4 make 
expected levels of 
progress in GCSE 
subjects including 
English and Maths. 

KS4 progress for pupil premium learners is 59% in English and 
58% in Maths. 
 
English, 27/47 pupils are making at least good progress, the 

gap between pupil premium and non- pupil premium pupils is -

5%. 

Maths, 23/47 pupils are making at least good progress, the gap 

between pupil premium and non- pupil premium pupils is -28% 

Intervention has been targeted more closely at pupil premium 
learners in English in the Summer Term, one of the barriers to 
learning highlighted is a significant number of pupils with 
reading ages of less than 12, in. addition to engagement of 
some Y10 pupils. 

Pupil Premium 
learners have 
access to high 
quality online 
learning and remote 
learning support. 

KS3 online learning, 1305 / 2304 lessons have been attended 

(56%), 326hrs 25mins of learning has been accessed through 

live lessons. 

KS4 online learning,  356 lessons have been attended, 267 

hours of learning has been accessed through live lessons. 

KS4 One to One Tuition - 18 learners accessing 1-1 tuition 

via the team of the 3 1-1 tutors 13 out of the 18 learners are 

accessing daily live lesson with their allocated 1-1 tutor 

including independent learning via Century or work packs 

provided.  
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Aim Outcome 

Century Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

67% of the cohort are designated as pupil premium pupils. 

Engagement is the least in KS3, this is in some way linked to a 

number of pupils who only received a laptops once they had 

arrived from the DFE in school. 

Nuggets are in the early stages of being set for assessment. 

Additional Assessments are being set through Kahoot/Activ 

learn – pupils are engaging with these additionally. 

 

Breakdown
Whole School 

(Century) 
Pupil Premium 

Pupil 

Premium %

Total Cohort 124 89 72%

KS2 19 12 63%

KS3 36 29 81%

KS4 69 48 70%

KS2

KS3

KS4

KS2 KS2

KS3 KS3

KS4 KS4

45 hrs 87%

138 hrs 70%

52 hrs

197 hrs

Pupil Premium total hours completed by Key Stage Pupil Premium % of total hours 

96 hrs 91%

354 hours 279 hours

Total hours completed by Key Stage (total cohort) Pupil Premium % of overall 

105 hrs 79% (279 hrs)

Non Pupil Premium 

35

7

7

21

Total Hours Completed by Key Stage 2/3/4/ learners Pupil Premium Completed 


