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The Link School  Inclusion and Diversity Newsletter       

Spring 2022 

Spring is here!                                                                                                                                       
The clocks have changed and buds have started to appear on the trees and Spring flowers are push-
ing their way through to daylight. With the lighter mornings and evenings heading our way and some 
nicer weather, things should start feeling a bit brighter and more optimistic for us all.  

From everyone in The Link School , we want to say a huge ‘well done’ to every pupil: you have all 
done such a fantastic job of rising to the challenges that have arisen this term. To our parents/carers, 
thank you for the continued support that you make with our staff team. Please be assured that the 
team will continue to support you and your children in every way we can.  

On behalf of all of the staff here at The Link School, we wish you a safe and happy Easter and look 
forward to welcoming our pupils back for our third term on Monday 25

th
 April, 2022.                                               

Donna Walker  - Head Teacher xx 
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Raising awareness 

During the week commencing the 31st January in 

KS1 and KS2, the topic of the week focused on 

LGBTQIA+. The children had some fantastic discus-

sions around equality and diversity. 

The children made proud clouds all about them and 

what makes them different and why it is important 

to be an individual. Some children designed t-shirts 

and flags whilst some researched gay influential peo-

ple and made acrostic poems.  The KS1 children de-

signed some beautiful coloured bracelets for their 

friends, completed pride mindful colouring sheets 

then made penguins after reading the book “And 

Tango makes three”, they even dressed up as mer-

maids inspired by another wonderful character from 

a story we enjoyed “Julian is a mermaid”. 

 

Remembering others 

Developing empathy and acknowledging the experiences of oth-

ers is an important skill to develop. 

In recognising Holocaust Memorial Day learners completed 

tasks relating to Anne 

Frank and other diary 

writers from the time 

and the emotions vic-

tims may have experi-

enced during this 

time.  

As a school, we stood 

with Ukraine, wear-

ing blue and yellow, we sowed 

seeds of kindness, made flags 

and learned more about the 

country and the difficulties the 

nation is facing. Funds raised 

from the day are to be donated 

to the crisis support fund.  
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Working Together 

KS4 learners have worked hard with 

Charlie from Springboard to develop 

their skills through teamwork.  

They have been designing and build-

ing this shed, as part of their Level 1 Joinery Course.  

We are incredibly proud of their achievements. 

 

People who help us 

To improve community links KS2 Assessment Hub were 

visited by the local PCSO. We talked about choices and 

consequences, 

and seeing the 

Police and 

PCSO’s as peo-

ple who can 

help.  

 Year of the Tiger 

We had a food tasting session with all of 

the primary children, in celebration of 

Chinese New Year.  The children sampled 

foods such as wontons, spring rolls, noo-

dles, prawn crackers and fortune cookies 

(this was a big hit with all the children 

and staff, trying some-

thing or smelling it if 

they would not try). 

KS1 and KS2 got crea-

tive exploring different 

arts and crafts includ-

ing writing their own 

names in Chinese script 

and many worked together to make a 

large dragon for our dragon parade 

around the school on the Friday morning 

(even paid Mr Bromby a visit).  

 



4  

 

 

National Careers Week  

During careers week we took some students to the 

Tyne Pedestrian Tunnel. The tunnel opened in 1951, 

was designed to allow pedestrians and cyclists to travel 

safely across the River Tyne from Jarrow to Howden, 

and was said to be the first of its kind. The wooden es-

calator system was recognised as the longest of its kind 

in the whole of Europe. 

We spoke about what careers were involved in the 

making of the tunnel 

and some suggestions 

were: 

 Engineering 

 Mining 

 Electricians 

 Welders 

 Carpenters 

 Tilers 

Anti Bullying 

Award 

Behind the scenes, The Link 

School Anti Bullying Leads have 

worked hard to gather evidence 

demonstrating all the good things 

we do as a school in order to up-

hold the schools platinum status 

for the Anti-Bullying Charter 

Mark, we cannot wait to share 

updates very soon. 

The Link School Anti Bullying 

Leads and Pupil Ambassadors are 

always available for students to 

speak to about any concerns, all 

working together across the wid-

er school and community to con-

tinue to make The Link School a 

safe place for all our learners. 
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Key stage 3 learners are also working in collabora-

tion with Sunderland University in conjunction 

with northeast-based artist graffiti artist Frank 

Styles on another arts project named 

#seemenortheast to bring awareness to their joy 

and happiness through graffiti work. 

The finished work will be displayed in Sunderland 

Glass Centre.   

#seeme - We are very 

proud of our young people at KS4 who 

were involved in the #seeme project at 

Sunderland University. The project was 

inspired by the idea of how society 

perceives young people and how 

young people see the world.  

The project involved a range of activi-

ties that were inclu-

Games Club 

The KS3 Assessment Hub, enjoy social games at break 

time. This helps us improve our com-

munication with one another, develops 

respect and keeps us happy and 

healthy. We really appreciate the new 

games we received. 
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Mindful memories 

In recognition of International Women’s Day, 

learners at Key Stage 2, invited the important 

women in our lives to take part in a mindful-

ness session.  

We shared massage, breathing techniques, 

meditation and a story, which can then be 

carried out at home with the family.  

We are hoping to host more family sessions 

next term and as part of our holiday sessions. 

At the start of term we participated in Children’s Mental Health 

Week, learning to become aware of  our own experiences and 

coping strategies. We have discussed  services where support 

can be accessed outside of school. 


